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A   BRIEF 


Hiftorlcal  ACCOUNT 


O  F    T  H  E 


LIVES 


O  F    T  H  E 


Six  notorious  Street-Robbers. 

Executed  at  Ktngfton^  &c. 


,T  is  evident  from  feveral  Circum- 
flances  which  I  iliall  have  Occa- 
fion  to  mention  as  we  go  on,  that 
thefe  fix  Criminals  are  but  a 
fmall  Detachment  from  that  Inrgc 
Body  of  Rogues,  who,  tho*  they 
arc  of  feveral  particular  Profeffions  in  Thieving, 
yet  make  up  one  great  Gang,  and  ri6l  in  con- 
cert with  one  another,  in  all  the  Parts  of  the 
Town. 


A  1 


Some 
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Some  are  already  fallen  into  the  Hands  of  Ju^ 
flicej  and  three  of  the  dvc  that  were  ejcecut- 
ed  lafl  Seffions  were  of  this  Fraternity  :  And 
had  they  been  all  (till  loofe,  and  at  Liberty, 
I  underfland  they  had  formed  a  Defign,  to  ufe 
their  own  Words,  that  would  have  ftartled  the 
whole  Town.  What  it  was,  it  feems  they  have 
not  been  ingenuous  enough  to  difcover,  no,  not 
at  the  Gallows  5  fo  that  they  have  only  given 
the  Town  a  kind  of  a  general  Alarm,  and,  as 
it  were,  bid  all  honeil  People  have  a  care,  both 
of  themfclves  and  of  their  Houfes  5  intimating, 
that  there  are  Hill  Hands  enough  in  the  Gang 
to  profecute  the  Viilany  they  had  concerted  be- 
fore, rho'  fo  many  of  their  Leaders  have  been 
taken  off  before  it  could  be  made  ripe  for  Exe- 
cution. 

It  is  not  worth  while  to  make  imperfe6b  Guef- 
fes  at  what  this  Coup  d''Edat^  this  great  Attempt 
might  be,  feeing  there  is  no  coming  at  a  Cer- 
tainty in  that  Enquiry,  unlefs  the  Enquirer  had 
been  a  Confederate,  or  that  we  had  a  Corre- 
fpondence  among  them,  which  infernal  Honour 
we  cannot  pretend  to  5  perhaps  a  little  time  may 
bring  it  out  at  the  Gallows,  when  other  Crimes 
receive  their  Rev^ard. 

In  the  mean  time,  it  is  fome  Surprize  to  the 
World,  that  this  new  Society  of  Robbers,  more 
than  iiny  that  ever  went  before  them,  at  lead  in 
England^  have  been  particularly  mark'd  with 
this  infamous  Chara6ler,  that  they  are  Murther- 
crs  as  w^ell  as  Thieves,  and  that  they  have  been 
more  bent  upon  Blood,  than  even  the  word 
Gangs  of  Rogues  among  us  have  ufually  been. 

In  giving  an  Account  of  the  Lives  of  thefe 
fix,  who  as  they  are  fingled  out  for  Examples  by 
the  Hand  of  Juflice,  and  have  been  moft  noto- 
rious, as  well  for  Blood  as  Robberies,  we  need  not 
i  go 
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go  back  to  their  Original,  as  to  their  Parents  and 
Families  ^  it  may  expofe  as  well  as  afHid  their  Re- 
lations, if  they  have  any,  who,  perhaps,  have 
been  no  way  acceflary  to  their  after  Behaviour, 
or  to  the  Villanies  they  have  been  guilty  of 5  but 
it  can  be  very  little  help  to  this  prefent  Work, 
or  give  any  Light  into  their  Story,  or  be  of  any 
ufe  CO  the  Reader. 

Nor  is  ic  their  Lives,  or  the  Hiftory  of  their 
Lives,  as  Men,  that  is  the  Subjed  of  this  Traftj 
but  their  Hiftory  as  Rogues,  their  Lives  as 
Street-Robbers,  Houfe-Breakers,  Thieves,  and 
Murthercrs.  This  is  the  Subjeft  I  am  to  write 
upon  'y  and  as  their  Lives,  however  fhort,  for 
they  feem  all  to  be  but  young  in  the  World, 
tho*  old  in  Wickednefs,  offers  to  our  View  a 
vaft  Variety  of  horrid  Particulars  j  we  need  go 
no  farther  back,  for  what  we  call  their  Hiftory^ 
than  to  their  Introduction  into  the  wicked  Trade 
which  they  have  carried  on  fo  long. 

In  our  Enquiries  after  their  more  early  Per- 
formances, we  find  Blewet  to  be  the  moil  anti- 
ent  Thief  J  whether  he  was  the  oldeft  Man  or 
not  does  not  occur  to  my  Memory.  His  firll 
Introdudlion,  ic  feems,  was  at  the  famous  Col- 
lege of  Newgate  5  for  as  all  academick  Learn- 
ing is  acquired  gradually,  and  the  mod  eminent 
Do6bors  are  firft  cntred  Juniors,  Sophifts,  and 
then  rife  by  juft  Degrees  :  So  in  this  Academy 
of  the  Devil,  his  Scholars  are  encrcd  fiift  Pick- 
pockets, or  Divers,  then  Shoplifters,  Filers, and 
feveral  of  the  loweft  rate  Thieves,  till,  as  they 
improve,  they  commence  Graduates  y  fuch  as 
Foot-Pads^  Street- Robbers^  Houfe-Breakers^  High- 
waymen^ and  Murtherers^  and  lb  to  the  Gallows, 
which  is  the  lafl  Gradation  of  their  Prefer- 
ment, 
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Biewet  liad,  it  feems,  gone  thro'  all  thofe  De« 
Ijrees,  and,  1  am  afTared,  ferved  a  full  Appren- 
ticelhip  CO  the  firft,  for  that  he  was  no  lefs  than 
feven  Years  a  Pickpocket,  incluiive  of  one  Year 
which  he  fee  apart  for  a  particular  Trade , 
of  flipping  Gentlemcns  Swords  off  from  their 
Sides.  In  this  he  was  fo  fuccefsful,  that  if  I 
may  believe  a  particular  Perfon  of  Credit,  with 
the  late  Jonathan  ff'lid^  Mr.  Bkwet  had  no  left 
than  fixteen  (ilver  hiked  Swords  in  his  Cuftody 
at  one  time,  and  one  gold  one.  Whether  Jo- 
nathan  and  he  had  an  underflanding  together  in 
the  managing  Part  of  the  whole  Cargo,  I  can- 
not anfwer  to  that  in  particular,  but  that  they 
had  in  part  of  it,  I  have  fome  Reafon  to  fay  there 
is  no  doubt  of  that. 

As  BleTjet  carried  on  this  Trade  long  before 
hje  removed  into  a  higher  Employment,  it  may 
not  be  amifs  to  give  fome  particular  Account  of 
his  Condud,  and  efpecially  of  fome  very  nice^ 
and  narrow  Efcapes  he  made,  when  he  was  even 
at  the  very  brink  of  being  taken.  One  Night 
in  particular,  as  he  was  out  upon  the  Lay,  he 
oblerves  a  grave  Gentleman  walking  foberly  and 
flowly  along  the  Street,  with  his  Hat  under  his 
Arm,"  the  Weather  being  hot,  and  having,  up- 
on looking  narrowly  into  the  Matter,  found 
that  he  had  on  a  filvcr-hilted  Sword,  for  it  was 
neceflary  to  be  fitisfied  in  that  part  before  any 
Hazard  was  run  :  1  fay,  having  found  it  to  be 
right,  he  follows  the  Gentleman  to  the  Door  of 
the  George  right  again  ft  Stocks- Market^  when  he 
comes  up  behind  him,  and  gives  the  Gentle- 
man's Hat  a  pulli  with  his  Hand,  fo  that  it  flew 
forward  from  under  his  Arm,  which  he  knew 
very  well  would  occafion  the  Gentleman  to  ftep 
forward  too,  and  ftoop  for  his  Hat,  and  accord- 
ingly the  Gentleman  did  fo. 

At 
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At  the  Moment  the  Gentleman  ftoop'd,  the 
Artift  laid  hold  of  the  filver-hilted  Sword,  an4 
gave  it  a  gentle  pull  horizontally,  parallel  with 
the  Belt,  the  Belt  being  a  little  raifed  up  to 
bring  it  to  a  ftrait,  that  fo  the  Sword  might 
come  out  without  the  Wearer's  feeling  it,  by 
pulling  the  Belt  j  that  is  to  fay,  in  few  Words, 
he  pulled  it  according  to  Art. 

But  the  Gentleman,  who,  as  he  (Iiid  after- 
wards, had  loft  a  Sword  by  the  fame  Method 
before,  had  us'd  himfelf  conftantly  to  hook  his 
Sword  into  his  Belt,  by  the  Hook  on  the  Scab- 
bard 5  and  the  Sword  not  coming  eafily  out  of 
the  Scabbard,  nor  the  Scabbard  eaiily  out  of  the 
Belt,  either  of  which  would  have  ferved  his 
Turn,  he  was  baulk'd  in  the  Enterprize. 

However,  he  let  go  his  hold  of  the  Sword 
fo  dexterouily,  that  had  not  the  following  Acci- 
dent intervened,  he  had  never  been  in  any  Dan- 
ger. But  the  old  Gentleman,  however  furprif- 
cd  with  the  thrufting  down  his  Hat,  yet  reco- 
vered it  fo  foon,  and  turned  about  fo  nimbly, 
that  with  his  Cane  he  ftrook  the  Operator  a 
terrible  jBlow  on  the  Head,  and  knock'd  him 
down.  This  he  did,  not  really  diftinftly  feeing 
the  Fellow,  becaufe  it  was  dark,  and  not  know- 
ing any  thing  of  the  Defign  upon  the  Sword, 
but  as  he  thought  fomebody  behind  him  had 
affronted  him,  and  fo  ftrook  at  an  Adventure, 
fall  where  it  would. 

But  another  Incident  open'd  his  Eyes  to  the 
whole  Defign,  for  in  the  fudden  Turn  the  Gen- 
tleman gave,  he  felt  his  Sword  give  a  pull  at 
.his  fide  Belt,  having  been  let  go  a  little  too  foon 
before  the  Hilt.  As  this  was  a  Defcd  of  Art, 
fo  it  gave  the  Gcnrleman  to  underitanJ,  that  if 
his  Sword  had  not  been  hook'd  to  the  Belt,  or 

if 
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if  the  Blade  had  come  eafily  out  of  the  Scabbard, 
it  had  been  gone. 

As  I  fay  this  was  a  Defed  of  Art,  it  is  necef- 
fary  to  note,  for  the  Reader's  Underftanding, 
what  the  Words  of  Command  in  this  Exercile 
of  taking  a  Sword  off  are :  And  firft  it  feems  it 
is  thus: 

1 .  Lay  your  right  Hand  upon  the  Belt. 

2.  Lift  the  Belt  gently  up  with  your  right  Handy 
that  it  may  not  he  felt. 

3.  Lay  your  right  Hand  upon  the  Hilt. 

4.  Lower  the  Hilt  gently  to  a  levels  with  the 
Scabbard  in  the  Belt. 

f.  When  they  are  exactly  on  a  Levels  pull  the 
Hilt  gently  to  the  left^  flill  keeping  it  upon  a 
ftrait  Line  with  the  Scabbard^  and  you  are 
fare  of  it^  provided  it  he  not  hoolCdy  but  if 
y OH  find  it  is  hook'd^  and  fo  the  Scabbard  will 
not  then  draw^ 

6.  ^it  your  Hold  of  the  Hilt  firfl^  and  the  very 
Moment  you  find  it  will  not  come^ 

7.  ^iit  your  hold  of  the  Belt.^  lowering  it  a 
little  gently  firfl^  as  before  you  rais'd  it^  that 
it  may  not  be  felt. 

If  you  find  the  Gentleman  has  not  perceived 
you,  and  that  you  are  come  off  fafe,  follow  him 
a  little  farther,  and  taking  your  Opportunity, 
make  another  Attempt,  not  for  the  Sword  and 
Scabbard  our  of  the  Belt,  but  for  the  Sword  out  of 
The  Scabbard,  leaving  the  Scabbard  in  the  Belt. 
The  Diredions  arc  as  follow : 

I .  Lay  your  right  Hand  on  the  Scabbard^  in  that 
part  which  is  in  the  Belt^  fo  that  your  Hand, 
may  gripe  the  Scabbard  and  Belt  together^  and 
be  fure  to  hold  them  both  very  hard  in  your 
Hand.  z,.  Lift 
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2.  Lift  the  Scahhard  and  Belt  together  gently 
upwards^  as  before^  but  not  quite  fo  high  as 
to  lye  upon  a  Level. 

3 .  Lay  your  left  Hand  upon  the  Hilt^  and  with 
a  pwift  firong  Stroke^  draw  it  out  of  the 
Scabbard  : 

4.  Then  lowering  the  Belt  and  Scabbard  gently 
with  your  right  Hand^  quit  them^  and  make 
off  with  your  Prize. 

f.  'The  firfi  Cellar  Window  you  come  at  with 
Iron  Bars^  thruft  in  the  Blade  of  the  Sword.^ 
and  break  it  off  from  the  Hilt  at  one  Blow^ 
leji  you  be  feen  running  with  a  naked  Sword ^ 
which  will  give  an  Alarm, 

Thefe  Rules  of  Art,  tho'  Mr.  Blewet  was 
thoroughly  acquainted  with  them,  yet  it  feems 
he  was  not  fo  exa6t  in  the  Execution  as  he  ought  lo 
have  been,  but  that  letting  go  with  his  right  Hand 
before  his  left,  the  Gentleman  felt  the  Jerk  or 
Twitch  of  his  left  Hand  at  the  Sword,  and 
knew  by  it  what  was  the  Defign.  Upon  this 
Difcovery  he  challenged  him  loudly  with  the 
Attempt,  but  the  Artift  denying,  quarrelPd  as 
loudly  at  him  for  ftriking  him  without  Caufe, 
pretending  he  was  only  croffing  the  Pavement 
behind  him  to  go  into  the  PalTage  to  the  George^ 
which  was  a  Publick-Houfe.  This  was  a  pro- 
bable, tho'  really  a  feigned  Excufe  >  and  as  the 
Gentleman  could  not  prove  that  he,  Blewet^  had 
done  any  thing,  the  People  began  to  gather 
about  Blewet^  and  take  his  Part,  and  were  for 
carrying  the  injured  Gentleman  before  my  Lord 
Mayor >  but  Blewet  had  no  mind  to  venture  his 
Character  to  a  farther  Enquiry,  fo  he  let  it  drop, 
and  went  off  well  fatisfied  that  he  got  off  fo 
well. 

B  Another 
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Another  time  he  had  taken  up  his  Station  in 
Exchange- Alley ^  where  pafling  and  repafling,  to 
obferve  the  Motions  of  the  Company,  the  Alley 
being  very  much  crowded,  at  laft  he  caft  his 
Eye  upon  a  Pocket- Book,  which  he  had  feen 
walk  out  of  a  Gentleman's  Waftcoat  Pocket, 
and  after  fome  Time,  feveral  Bills  being  fuppos'd 
to  be  put  into  it  more  than  might  be  before, 
Mr.  Ble%vet  was  pleas'd  to  follow  it  very  clofe, 
and  thinking  he  had  an  Opportunity  to  touch 
it  fairly,  div'd  for  it,  but  miffing  the  Pocket- 
Book,  drew  out  his  Hand  without  it>  and  well 
it  was  for  him  that  he  did  fo,  for  a  Gentleman 
in  the  Croud  paffing,  or  rather  thronging  by  him 
haftily,  and  feeing  him  plainly  bring  his  Hand, 
tho'  empty,  out  of  the  Gentleman's  Pocket, 
fteps  to  him.  Hark  you^  young  Man^  fays  the 
Gentleman,  I  faw  what  you  did^  and  I  find  you 
have  mifs'd  your  Prize ^  take  heed  what  you  do 
here. 

The  young  harden'd  Thief  huff'd,  and  gave 
ill  Language  at  firft,  knowing  he  had  ftollen  no- 
thing, and  that  the  Perfon  whofe  Pocket  his 
Hand  had  been  in  had  not  felt  him;  but  the 
Gentleman  bad  him  be  gone,  told  him  it  was  his 
be(t  Way,  that  if  he  did  not  he  would  raife  the 
Mob  upon  him  for  a  Pickpocket,  and  have  him 
punifhcd  ;  and  then  warning  him  calmly  to  have 
a  care  of  the  Gallows,  faid  to  him  with  a  kind 
of  prophetick  Kindnefs,  thefe  Words,  Hark  ye 
Lad^  thou  art  but  young  yety  hut  I  find  thou  art 
harden'd  in  thy  JVay^  remember  my  Words,  thou 
wilt  certainly  come  to  be  hang'd.  The  Wretch 
fecm'd  a  little  mov'd  at  that  Part,  but  making  a 
furly  faucy  Reply,  yet  fpeaking  fo  low,  that  the 
Gentleman  could  not  diftjndly  hear  what  he 
faid,  he  march'd  ofF  grumbling,  as  if  he  was 
greatly  injured. 

But 
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But  he  was  not  to  be  warned  with  that  Ef- 
cape,  but  in  lefs  than  a  Quarter  of  an  Hour,  the 
very  fame  Gentleman  coming  crofs  Lombard 
Street^  found  him  at  the  end  of  Exchange- Alky 
again,  going  into  Lombard  Street ;  and  there  he 
warn'd  him  again,  bid  him  be  gone,  or  he  aHur-  - 
ed  him  he  would  have  him  difciplinM  :  The 
defperate  young  Fellow  returned  him  very  fancy 
Language  then,  and  leem'd  to  threaten  him  for 
abufing  him,  as  he  cail'd  it.  Both  thefe  Ac- 
counts I  had  frorn  the  very  Mouihs  of  the  Gen- 
tlemen concerned  in  the  Fa6ls,  as  well  the  Gen- 
tleman who  had  his  Sword  pulled  at  over  againft 
Stocks- Market^  as  the  other  who  gave  him  the 
Admonition  in  Lombard  Street^  and  warn'd  him 
of  the  Gallows. 

The  Gentleman  however  not  doubting  but 
he  fhould  have  him  in  a  little  time,  took  care 
to  watch  him  very  narrowly  in  the  Alley  5  nor 
was  it  long  before  he  took  him  in  the  Faft, 
when  delivering  him  over  to  the  Rabble,  he  re- 
ceived the  Dilcipline  of  the  Pump  in  Bell-Tard 
Qracechurch  Street^  and  afterwards  of  the  Horfe 
Pond  at  the  Crofs-Keys  Inn  in  the  fame  Street. 

This  cool'd  his  Boldnefs  for  a  while ;  but  he 
foon  fell  to  his  old  Bufinefs,    and   followed  it 
near  two  Years  after  this  5  fometimes  with  Suc- 
cefs,  and  fometimes  with  the  fame  Misfortune. 
One  of  the  mod  fuccefsful  of  his  Attempts  dur- 
ing the  lall  Part,  and  while  he  drove  this  Iciv- 
prized  Trade,  as  he  himfelf  call'd  it,  I  mean  the 
Pickpocket  Bufinefs,  was,  it  feems,  at  St.  James* s^ 
whether  at  the  Parifh  Church,  or  at  the  Chapel 
Royal  he  would  not  give  an  Account  5  but   it 
feems  to   me,   by  the  relation,  that  he  was  at 
both,  and  as  himfelf  related  it,  was  well  drefs'd, 
fo  that  he  pafs'd  for  a  young  Gentleman  of  Fi- 
gure.    Here  he  made  four  Prizes  in  one  Day, 

B  z  "^i^' 
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^iz.  two  gold  Watches,  a  gold  SnufF  Box,  and 
a  gold   headed  Cane. 

The  gold  SnufF  Box,  which  was  his  firft  Booty, 
he  kept  his  Eye  upon  a  long  while,  and  finding 
the  Gentleman  who  had  it,  us'd  it  fo  frequently, 
that  it  would  have  been  very  troublefome  to 
him  to  have  put  it  up  in  a  Fob  or  clofe  Pocket, 
fo  difpofing  of  it  with  a  carelefs  Air,  his  Eyes 
being  often  up,  not  towards  i^^^'y^^,  but  the  Gal- 
lery, where  fomc  Lajdies  fat,  which  had  more 
of  his  Attention  5  occafioned  his  often  pulling 
out  his  gold  SnufF  Box^  perhaps  to  attrad  the 
Ladies  Eyes  to  him,  as  they  attrafted  his  to  them 
on  another  Account. 

This  purfuing  the  Ladies  with  his  Thoughts, 
I  fuppofe,  as  well  as  with  his  Eyes,  made  him 
fo  carelefs  of  his  SnufF  Box,  that  he  rather  feem'd 
to  tofs  it  into  his  Coat  Pocket,  than  to  put  it 
leifurely  in,  which  the  vigilant  Thief  perceiving, 
he  watch'd  him  fo  exa6Vly,  that  at  length  he 
found  Means  to  place  his  Hand  fo  dexteroufly  in 
one  corner  of  the  Pocket,  that  the  Beau,  who 
bur  juft  touching  the  Flap  of  the  Pocket  to  let 
the  Box  fall  in,  dropt  it  into  his  very  Hand  >  fo 
that  m  fhort  he  boalled  the  Gentleman  gave  him 
his  SnufF  Box,  with  which  he  immediately  with- 
drew out  of  the  Church,  going  only  round, and 
fo  went  in  at  another  Door. 

Here  he  had  the  good  Fortune  to  fee  a  Lady 
of  Quality,  who,  he  fuppofed,  was  big  with 
Child,  come  out  of  her  Pew,  with  her  little 
Daughter  following  her,  the  elder  Lady  being 
very  fick,  and  oblig'd  to  go  out  of  the  Church  j 
her  Servants,  who  had  Notice  of  it,  were  in  a 
great  Hurry  to  run  and  get  her  Coach  to  the 
Church  Door,  and  every  body  made  way  for 
her  Ladyfhip  in  the  Ifle  as  fhe  pafs'd  towards  the 
73oor.     It  was  not  the  mofl  difficult  thing  in  the 
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World  for  a  Man  of  Art,  as  Mr.  Bkwet  by  this 
Time  was,  to  get  accefs  to  her  gold  Watch, 
which  he  took  Care  of  with  his  utmofl;  Appli- 
cation, and  having  fecured  it,  walk'd  out  of  the 
Church  with  a  leilurely  grave  Pace,  tho'  as  he 
faid,  he  mended  his  Speed  as  foon  as  he  turned 
the  Corner  of  the  firfl  Street  j  for  he  rightly 
judged  that  it  could  not  be  long  before  there 
might  be  noife  enough  at  both  the  Church 
Doors.  The  Beau  indeed  mifs'd  his  SnufF  Box 
immediately,  and  he  heard  fome  fmall  Buftle  a- 
bout  it  before  he  had  finifhed  his  fecond  Adven- 
ture j  but  having  the  Watch  juft  then  in  his  Eye, 
and  the  Hurry  the  Lady  put  the  People  in  by 
being  fick,  and  ready  to  faint  away,  made  them 
not  hear  the  Noife  of  a  Pickpocket  at  the  far- 
ther end  of  the  Church,  fo  he  had  time  to  ^' 
nifh  that  Exploit}  and,  as  it  feems  he  heard  af- 
terwards, the  Lady  was  fo  very  ill,  fhe  never 
mifs'd  her  Watch  till  flie  came  Home. 

This  being  his  Mornmg's  Work  he  walk'd  a- 
way,  and  fecured  what  he  had  got,  and  in  the 
Afternoon  took  his  walk  again,  but  in  a  different 
Drefs  from  that  he  was  in  before,  for  he  had 
means  to  furniili  himfelf  with  the  rjcheil:  Cloaths 
of  as  many  differing  forts  as  he  found  for  his 
Purpofe. 

■  In  this  fecond  Equipment  he  managed  fo  dex- 
teroufly,  that  he  walk'd  off  with  another  gold 
Watch,  and  a  gold-headed  Cane  5  the  Watch 
it  feems  he  found  means  to  come  at  from  a  Lady's 
fide,  coming  out  of  the  Churchy  but  I  could 
not  obtain  the  particular  account  of  the  manner, 
nor  whether  it  was  at  St.  James' ^Church  or  St. 
Ann's^  but  it  feems  he  was  not  gone  out  of 
hearing  before  the  Cry  of  a  Lady's-  lofing  a 
Watch  reached  him  5  upon  which,  not  pretend- 
ing the  lead  concern  about  it,  he  calls  a  Hack- 
ney 
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ney  Coach,  and  drove  off  very  fafe,  no  body  fu* 
fpci^ling  him. 

But  the  Story  of  the  Cane  has  fome  Particulars 
in  it  more  remarkable,  (i;i2;)  that  from  the  Church 
having  fo  much  unexpefted  Succefs,  he  rcfolv'd 
fince  'twas  a  lucky  Sunday^  as  he  call'd  it,  to  him, 
he  would  fee  a  Httlc  farther  j  upon  which,  as  Gen- 
tlemen do,  he  goes  away  to  a  certain  Chocolate- 

Houfe  not  far  from Here  he  fits  down,  looks 

about  himjobferves  with  a  Hawk's  Eye  every  thing 
that  happened.  Not  a  Gentleman  pull'd  out  a 
Watch  orSnufF-Box,  but  he  knew  which  Pocket 
he  returned  it  to,  and  what  Metal  it  was  made 
of  J  however,  he  fiw  nothing  ofFer'd  that  fixed 
his  Defigns,  but  one  Gentleman,  who  he  found 
put  his  Snuff-Box  in  his  Waftcoat  Pocket,  and 
his  Coat  being  open  and  unbutton'd  made  the 
Pocket  eafy  to  come  at. 

But  while  he  was  Intent  upon  this  a  fuddain 
Broil,  which  arofe  among  fome  Gentlemen  juft  at 
the  Door,  put  the  whole  Room  into  a  fuddain  Up- 
roar ^  for  two  Gentlemen  falling  out  in  the  Street 
juft  without  the  Chocolate-Houfe  Door,  came 
with  their  Mouths  full  of  high  Words  into  the 
Houfe,  fome  of  their  Friends  as  it  were  pufh- 
ing  them  in  to  prevent  their  Fighting  j  how- 
ever, they  had  not  been  three  Minutes  in  the 
Houfe  before  they  drew,  and  made  one  fair  Pafs 
at  each  other,  wherein  one  of  them  receiv'd 
a  flight  Hurt  in  the  Arm 5  but  then  immediate- 
ly their  Friends  ran  in,  and  parted  and  difarm'd 
them. 

This  ScufHe  might  have  been  of  more  Worth 
to  the  vigilant  Mr.  Blewet,  if  he  had  found  any 
thing  before  to  fix  his  Eye  upon  but  the  Snuff- 
Box.  But  as  all  the  Gentlemen  ran  of  a  Heap 
to  the  Place  where  the  Fray  was  made,  fo  the 
Fcrfon  who  had  the  Snuff-Box  in  his  Waftcoa: 

Pocket, 
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Pocket,  was  fo  eager  amongft  them ,  that  for 
the  prefent  there  was  no  getting  at  him.  But 
another  Gentleman,  who  hkewile  ran  into  the 
Crowd,  having  left  a  fine  Cane  lying  on  a  Table 
where  he  fat,  with  a  Blew  Ribband  and  a  Gold 
Head,  he  thought  fit  to  leave  his  own  Cane, 
which  was  not  much  unlike  it,  having  a  Blew 
String  and  a  Brafs  Head,  in  the  room  of  it :  And 
fo  mixing  with  the  Crowd  as  the  reft  did,  took 
Occafion  to  get  to  the  Door  and  walk  our,  as 
feveral  other  Gentlemen  did,  and  immediately 
took  a  Hackney  Coach  as  before,  and  drove  a- 
way. 

It  was  not  longer  than  fuefday  Morning  at  far- 
theft,  before  Jonathan  Wild  Efq  5  was  vifited  on 
account  of  all  theferefpeidve  Articles,  and  Adver- 
tifements  put  into  the  News  Papers  with  large 
Rewards,  and  no  Queftions  to  be  afk'd  :  Efpcci- 
ally  by  the  Lady  that  went  out  of  the  Church 
fick,  whofe  Watch  being  a  fine  repeating  Clock- 
Watch,  and  loaded  with  Trinkets  of  Value,  no 
lefs  than  twenty  five  Guineas  were  ofFer'd.     But 
it   would   not   do  :    Nor  could  Jonathan   pre- 
vail with  Mr.  Blewet^   to  acknowledge  that  he 
had  made  any  thing  that  Dayj    tho'  it  feems  he 
pointed  him  out  for  the  Man,  and  could  tell  him 
what  Suit  of  Clothes  he  hired  for  that  Day,  and 
other  particulars  by  which  he  faid  he  was  fure  ic 
was  he  j   nor  did  he  fail  to    threaten  him  with 
his  Refentment,    for  refufing   to  acknowledge 
them. 

Blewet,  who  knew  that  Efq  j  fF'ild  was  as  able 
to  hurt  him  as  he  was  malicious,  and  that  when 
he  threatned  it,  he  had  fome  Reafon  to  expert 
the  worft ,  and  withall  not  being  well  furnifli*d 
'  with  Methods  to  difpofe  of  the  valuable  Things 
he  had  got,  but  to  infinite  Lofs;  he  refolves  with 
himfclf  to  go  over  to  Hollandy  where  he  hadfomc 
3  Notion 
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Notion  of  coming  with  them  to  a  better  Marker^ 
and  lb  at  Icaft  to  put  them  off  without  Danger. 
He  was  encourag'd  to  this  by  a  Comrade  of  his, 
fince  difpofed  of  by  the  Law,  and  who  may  be 
namelcTs  for  that  Reafonj  he  was  at  the  fame 
Time  in  dread  of  Jonathan  Wild^  and  mortally 
hated  him  >  but  had  not  at  that  Time  any  fuch 
Cargo  to  carry  over  with  him. 

However,  they  went  together,  and  there  the 
Gentlemen  found  Ways  and  Means  to  difpofe 
of  the  two  Gold  Watches  to  their  full  Value, 
as  alfo  the  Snuff-Box  and  Cane  to  fome  Advan- 
tage, they  being  of  Value  there  for  their  Make 
as  well  as  for  the  Metal. 

Here  he  got  fo  much  Knowledge  of  the  Coun- 
try, and  of  the  People,  as  I  fuppofe  was  the  par- 
ticular Motive  of  his  going  thither  again  the  iaft 
Time,  and  which  prov'd  fo  fatal  to  him. 

His  Succefs  in  this  Adventure,  by  which  he 
raifed  fo  large  a  Sum  of  Money,  for  he  brought 
back  feventy  Piftoles  from  Holland  befides  their 
Expencesj  I  fay,  this  Succefs  made  him  look  a 
little  above  his  old  Trade  for  a  Timej  but  the 
Money  finking  apace  by  lewd  and  vicious  liv- 
ing, he  fell  to  it  again  for  a  little  while,  till  af- 
terwards, by  the  Advice  of  his  new  Companion 
that  went  to  Holland  with  him,  falling  into  bet- 
ter Company,  as  he  call'd  it,  they  took  him  off 
from  thefe  fmaller  Adventures,  and  put  him  upon  a 
Pradlice  of  another  Nature. 

And  thus  you  have  the  firfl:  Part  of  the  Story 
of  Mr.  Blewet  j  he  was  it  is  true  by  thofe  former 
Pradtices  inur'd  to  the  Bufinefs,  fully  M after  of 
all  the  flight  of  Hand  fo  abfolutely  neceffary  for 
a  Thief,  and  better  qualified  than  others  for  what 
he  was  to  go  upon  next ;  and  therefore  his  new 
Gang  were  the  better  pleas'd  with  him,  and  more 
defirous  of  hira.      Nor  was.  he  received  among 

them 
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them  as  a  Novice,  but  as  an  experienc'd  Haiid^ 
that  underftood  his  Bufinefs,  and  upon  this 
Foot  it  was  that  he  Toon  became  not  a  Compa- 
nion only,  but  a  Captain  among  them,  a  Leader 
andDire<5lor  j  and  as  he  was  a  bold  daring  Fellow, 
and  of  an  enterprifing  Temper,  tho'  they  put 
him  upon  the  general  Part  as  an  Employment, 
yet  he  was  often  their  Prompter  in  the  Particu- 
lars, frequently  cur  outBufinefs  for  them,  and  of- 
ten went  at  the  Head  of  their  Expeditions  him- 
felf. 

They  were  foon  joyn'd  by  others,  and  not  on- 
ly Bleujkin^  and  fometime  J.  Shepherd^  but  fcve- 
ral  others  embarking,  the  Gang  at  one  Time 
made  up  no  lefs  than  thirty  two,  tho'  they  a6i:ed 
fometimcs  in  different  Parties  and  upon  feparate 
Interefts.  By  this  Means  they  grew  fo  very  bold, 
that  they  frequently  talk'd  of  going  out  upon  the 
Road  in  ftrong  Parties,  able  to  rob  all  that  came 
in  their  Way  5  and  had  they  done  fo,  perhaps  they 
might  not  have  dropt  into  the  Hands  of  Juftice 
fo  fneakingly  and  meanly  as  Bkufkin  call'd  it. 
But  if  they  had  been  attackt  might  have  had  a 
fair  Field  for  it,  and  have  died  like  Men  of  Ho- 
nour {'viz.)  in  Battle. 

But  they  had  no  Concert  with  one  another 
equal  to  fuch  a  Defign>  and  tho'  they  did  rob  a 
great  while,  and  that  with  uncommon  Succcf% 
yet  they  were  often  furpriz'd,  and  (o  many  fell 
into  the  Hands  of  the  Law  5  and  that  by  the 
particular  Malice  of  Jonathan  TVild^  becaufe  they 
would  not  come  into  his  Government  j  that  in 
fhort  their  Number  was  greatly  diminifh'd,  and 
from  no  lefs  than  two  and  thirty,  of  which,  as  I 
faid,  their  Gang  once  amounted  to,  they  were  re- 
duced to  eleven,  and  of  thele  the  hmous  Bleu/kin 
at  laft  came  into  the  fame  Difalkr.  It  was  but 
a  little  before  this  that  feeing  the  fad  Fate  of  their 
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Fellows,  the  reft,  far  from  being  intimidated  by 
their  Difafter,  but  rather  made  Dcfperate,  re- 
folv'd  that  for  the  future  they  would  if  poffible 
kill  all  thofe,  who  fhould  attempt  to  difcovcr  or 
betray  them  5  and  to  this  bloody  Refolution  Bleu- 
fkin  was  fo  true,  that  being  afterwards  furpriz'd 
and  taken  before  he  could  put  it  in  Execution, 
and  not  being  able  after  his  Confinement  to  prevail 
upon  Jonathan  Wild  to  come  to  him,  rather  than 
not  perform  it,  he  attempted  it  in  the  very  Face  of 
Juttice  (and  when  the  Court  was  fitting)  at  the 
O/^  Bayley. 

The  fame  defperate  Refolution  it  feems  the  whole 
Gang  had  taken  up,  and  as  we  (hall  fee  in  the  Se- 
quel of  this  Story,  have  fatally  put  in  Execution. 

From  this  time  we  found  alfo,  that  even  their 
ordinary  Robberies  were  more  attended  with 
Blood,  and  Murthers  have  been  more  frequent  all 
over  this  peaceable  Nation,  than  was  ever  known 
before.  Formerly,  we  have  found  that  tho'  now 
and  then  Murthers  were  committed,  and  that 
fome  bloody  Wretches  were  carried  beyond  the 
ordinary  Rate  >  yet  that  generally  the  worft  of 
Thieves  did  not  kill  People  if  they  could  help  it, 
that  is  to  fay,  unlefs  driven  to  a  kind  of  Neceffi- 
ty  by  being  known  or  purfued,  or  otherwife  ap- 
'  prehenfive  of  being  difcover'd  5  and  many  High- 
way-rnen,  and  even  Houfe-brcakers,  when  they 
have  come  to  their  End  the  old  Way,  have  va- 
lued themfelves  upon  this,  that  tho'  they  have 
been  driven  by  their  NecefHties  to  rob,  or  break 
J  open  Houfes,  yet  that  they  never  fhed  any  Blood, 
never  committed  any  Murther,  never  kill'd  any 
Body  in  their  Lives. 

But  now  the  Blood  of  a  Man,  or  of  a  Wo- 
man, is  become  of  fo  little  Price,  that  like  the 
Egyptians  at  Grand  Cairo^  where  they  fay  they 
will  commit  a  Murther  for  the  Value  of  a  Penny, 

fo 
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fo  they  have  klll'd  feveral  People  with  fo  much 
Indifference,  that  it  has  feemed  a  Trifle  to  them, 
and  they  have  not  concern'd  themfclves  in  the 
Matter  one  way  or  other,  but  juft  as  things  of- 
fer'd,  either  murther,  or  not  to  murcher,  as  the 
Dei'tl znd  they  agree  about  ir.  But  to  return  to  the 
Gang  i  being,  as  I  fay,  reduced  to  a  fmall  Num- 
ber, compared  to  what  they  were  at  firfl,  they 
made  it  their  Bufinefs  to  encreafe  their  Body  ; 
two  Sorts  of  Places  are  particularly  diftinguilh'd 
for  fupplying  the  Places  of  defun6t  Thieves  9 
namely,  Newgate^  and  the  Glafs  -  Houfes,  and 
here  they  generally  raife  Recruits. 

By  the  Glais-houfes,  I  do  not  mean  the  Ser- 
vants and  Workmen  of  theGlafs-makers,  for  you 
muft  not  mifunderiland  me  to  the  Prejudice  of  ho- 
nell  Men.  But  'tis  well  well  known  that  there 
are  Gangs  of  poor  Vagabond-boys,  who  having 
neither  Father  or  Mother,  Houfe  or  Home  to 
retreat  to,  creep  at  Night  into  the  Afh-holes  o£ 
the  nealing  Arches  of  the  Glafs- Houfes,  where 
they  lie  for  the  Benefit  of  the  Warmth  of  the 
Place,  and  in  the  Day  Time  droll  about  the  Streets 
pilfering  and  ftealing  whatever  comes  in  their 
Way,  and  begging  when  flight  of  Hand  will  not 
maintain  them,  and  as  they  grow  up  thefe  Icarii 
to  be  Pick-Pockets,  and  fo  gradually  advance  till 
the  Gangs  of  higher  rate  Rogues  wanting  Re- 
cruits, thefe  lift  in  their  Service,  and  become 
Thieves  of  the  firft  Quality. 

The  Gang  as  above  being  recruited  from,  thefe 
Places,  and  grown  ftrong  again,  went  on  with 
Succefs  in  the  Trade,  and  we  muft  now  take 
Notice  that  they  were  chiefly  divided  into  three 
kinds,  namely,  Foot-Pads,  Street-Robbers,  and 
Houfc-Breakers,  for  as  to  meer  profcft  Highway- 
Men  we  did  not  find  them  qualified  ,  they  fel- 
dome  or  never  went  far  from  the  Town.    They 
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kept  no  Horfes,  nor  were  they  often  fecn  oit 
Horfe-back  any  where  j  but  they  committed  an 
innumerable  Number  of  Crimes,  and  that  of  fc« 
veral  kinds,  but  chiefly  by  fetting  upon  People 
in  the  Fields,  and  in  the  Streets,  and  the  laft  of 
there,asthey  found  eafiell:  to  be  perform*d,  fo  more 
frequent  Opportunities  prefented,  and  which  was 
Hill  more  than  all  the  Manner  of  Efcaping  was 
generally  eafy,  and  often  pra6i:ifed  with  Succels. 

The  firfl  Step  they  took  of  this  Kind,  and 
w^hichthefe,  as  well  as  moft  of  the  Gang,  were 
extraordinary  well  pradifed  in,  was  attacking 
Gentlemen  and  Ladies  in  Hackney  Coaches,  or 
fometimcs  in  their  own,  asoccalion  Prefented:  One 
of  their  firft  Steps  of  this  Kind,  was  upon  a  Gen- 
tleman driving  late  along  Po7tugal  Row,  that  is 
to  fay,  the  IVeft  Side  of  Great  Lincolns-Inn^Fields 
near  the  Arch. 

It  was  a  very  dark  Night;,  and  the  Gentle- 
man had  but  one  Footman,  who  having  a  Flam- 
beau in  his  Hand  run  with  it  before  the  Horfes, 
fo  that  there  was  no  Servant  attending  the  Coach. 
There  were  Rvt  of  the  Gang  out  upon  the  Lay 
in  that  Divifion,  and  they  met  altogether  at  this 
Piece  oF  Work  j  two  of  them  advancing  firft 
knockt  down  the  Footman,  and  put  out  his 
Flambeau,  a  Third  flept  nimbly  up  to  the  Coach- 
man, tho*  the  Coach  was  going,  with  a  Pif- 
to]  in  his  Hand,  and  fpeaking  foftly  bid  him 
ftop,  or  he  was  a  dead  Man,  the  Moment  alfo 
charging  him  not  to  fpeak  a  Word. 

The  Gentleman  finding  his  Coach  flop,  look'd 
out  at  one  Side,  and  calls  to  his  Man  to  know 
why  he  fboptj  that  Moment  one  of  the  Gang 
prelcnring  a  Piftol  to  his  Bread,  demands  his 
Money,  and  at  the  fame  Time  another  on  the 
other  Side  opening  the  Coach  Door,  goes  impu- 
dently into  the  Coach  to  him.  The  Gentleman 
3  feeing 
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feeing  himfelF  in  this  Condition  found  it  was  to 
no  Purpoie  to  difpute,  and  delivering  his  Money, 
which  was  fome  Guineas,  his  gold  Watch,  and  a 
fine  Ring  from  his  Finger,  they  left  hinijand  iDid  the 
Coachman  go  on,  making  their  Way  crols  the  Field 
in  the  dark,  without  the  lead  Danger  of  purfuit. 

This  was  a  capital  Stroke,  and  not  to  be  of- 
fered at  very  often  >  and  as  for  the  Place,  the 
Gentlemen  Inhabitants  caus'd  the  Number  of 
Watchmen  to  be  encreafed,  and  the  Watchmen 
to  come  earlier,  and  fo  they  might  come  Home 
with  Safety. 

But  the  vaft  Extent  of  this  over  built  City 
afforded  too  many  dark  Pafiages  and  Places  fit- 
ted for  fuch  Matters  as  this,  and  it  would  require 
an  Army  of  Watchmen  to  prevent  it. 

The  next,  or  one  of  their  next  Attempts,  was 
on  a  Gentleman's  Coach,  who  with  his  Family 
had  appointed  to  fet  out  very  early  on  his  Jour- 
ney, fomewhere  into  the  WcHof  Englarjd.  It  was 
by  one  of  their  Spies  that  they  got  Intelligence  of 
this  Gentleman,  his  Journey,  the  Time  of  his 
fetring  out,  what  Servants  he  took  with  him, 
their  Names,  and  Defcription  of  their  Horfes, 
and  a  little  of  what  Things  of  Value  he  had 
with  him,  and  what  Money. 

As  they  watch'd  him  cxadly  out,  they  pre- 
pared every  thing,  and  took  all  their  Meafures 
accordingly  ;  one  of  the  Servants  rode  a  little 
before  the  Coach,  and  the  other  was  a  little 
behind.  The  Gang  at  this  Enterprize  was  the 
fame  Number  as  before,  Rve  -,  one  runs  forward 
to  the  Servant  before,  and  calls  to  him,  and  tells 
him,  William^  you  mufi  go  ride  away  to  Hydepark 
Gate  and  call  up  the  Gate-keeper  to  let  the  Coach 
thro\  and  tell  him  to  rife  immediately^  and  Sir 
John  will  give  him  half  a  Crown,  TeSy  fays  /^/7» 
Ham,  and  away  he  rides. 

Another 


(   ir  ) 

Another  appointed  for  the  Purpofe  comes  run- 
ning after  the  hindermod  Man,  as  if  out  oF 
Breath,  calling,  John^  John:  Accordingly  John 
Hops,  Mrs.  Ab\g^\\fent  me  to  defire  you  for  God's 
fake  to  come  back^  for  my  Lady  has  left  her  little 
Box  of  Laces  behind  her^  which  fhe  'will  be  very 
angry  at^  and  fhe  fiands  at  the  Door  ready  to  give 
it  you^  and  To  the  Fellow  ilopt  to  go  backtoo^  as 
if  his  Buiinefs  was  done  \  and  fo  it  was,  for  the 
Man  William  being  gone  away  before,  and  the 
Man  John  gone  ot  a  Fool's  Errand  back  again, 
in  the  mean  time  the  other  three  rob  the  Coach, 
where,  Fame  told  us,  they  took  in  Money  and 
Jewels,  the  Value  of  two  hundred  Pounds  5  and 
Sir  John^  no  Servants  being  to  be  feen  to  help 
him,  was  oblig'd  to  fubmit,  for  fear  of  frighting 
my  Lady,  fo  the  Journey  was  flopt.  Sir  John 
order'd  his  Coach  to  turn  about  and  go  Home, 
and  there  he  learn'd  how  his  two  Servants  were 
manag'd,  which,  I  fuppofe,  when  he  fet  out  a- 
gain,  he  took  care  to  prevent,  and  which  is 
mentioned  here  to  hint  to  all  Gentlemen  that 
travel  thus  with  an  Equipage  and  Servants,  ihould 
cauie  thofe  Servants  to  keep  always  near  the 
Coach,  and  always  near  one  another. 

After  tiiefe  two  fuccefsful  Attempts,  they 
could  not  want  Opportunities  of  the  like,  and 
they  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  watch  for  Coach- 
es that  fet  out  early,  and  not  finding  many  Gen- 
tlemen gf^ing  before  Day,  they  turned  their 
Hand  to  Stage  Coaches,  enquinng  out  the  Fly- 
mg  Coaches,  who,  going  long  Stages,  are  oblig- 
ed to  be  going  very  early  5  and  thefe  they  fet 
upon  always  before  they  got  off  the  Stones,  and 
rob'd  feveral  of  them  with  very  good  Succefs  on 
their  Side,  as  the  Southampton^  the  Salisbury^ 
Glocefer^  Colchefier  Coaches,  and  feveral  others, 
and  in  fome  thcv  got  gocd  Booties. 

But 
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But  in  the  full  Courfe  of  their  SuccefTes,  Mr. 
Bkwet^  in  particular,  who  was  a  great  Officer 
among  them,  fell  into  the  Hands  of  Juftice,  as 

alfo and  They  lay  feme  Time  m 

Prifon,  and  then  were  brought  to  tryal  j 

and  were  convided,  and  both  executed  •, 

but  Blevjet  got  off  upon  milder  Terms,  and  ob- 
tained for  that  Time  to  be  tranfportcd.  But  to 
make  the  Story  as  brief  as  the  Title  fuggelts  it 
fhould  be,  he  was  tranfported  with  three  more, 
who,  tho'  not  altogether  fo  far  entred  as  himfeif, 
yet  were  afterwards  fufficiently  hardened  to  en- 
ter into  the  Gang  with  him  >  and  it  was  not 
long  before  both  he  and  thofe  three  with  him 
found  their  Way  all  Home  again. 

Some  tell  us  it  v^as  at  this  Time  that  Blewet 
being  with  about  thirty  other  Convids  iliip'd  off 
according  to  Sentence,  and  the  Ship  fallen  down 
the  River  in  order  to  fail,  a  Defigii  was  formed 
among  them  to  rife  all  together   in  the  Night, 
upon  a  Signal  given,  and  cutting  the  Throats  of 
as  many  of  the  Seamen  as  they  could  not  other- 
wife  fecurc,  run  the  Ship  on  Shore,  and  fo  make 
their  Efcapesj  and  that  Blewet^  on  a  Promife  of 
his  Pardon  and  his  Liberty,  discovered  the  Ploc 
to  the  Captain,  by  which  means  he  got  off,  and 
the  reft  were  taken  Care  of,  fo  as  todifable  them 
from  their  farther  carrying  on  the  Dcfign.  Some 
alfo  add,  that  notwithftanding  he    betrayed  this 
Defign,  he  was  the  very  Man  that  proposed  it 
firft    to  the  reft,  and    that  he  did  it  vvich  that 
View,  not  to  execute  it,  for  he  was  not  a  com- 
pleat  hardened    cut  Throat  at  that    Time,  but 
with  a  Refolution  to   difcover  it,  that  he  might 
make  his  own  Market  at  the  Expence  of  the 
reft.     Be  this  as  it  will,  for  we  cannot  arrive  to 
a  Certainty  of  what  his  moft  early  Dciign  was, 
this  is  certain,  that  he  did  difcover  it,  and  ob- 
tained 
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tained  his  Liberty  by  that  Means,  but  did  not 
get  a  Pardon,  as  was  promis'd,  fonie  Accident 
intervening  that  prevented  it. 

His  three  Comrades,  I  fay,  went  off,  and  were 
fafely  landed  in  Virginia^  but  found  their  Way 
back  again,  tho'  the  Time  or  Terms  of  their 
Tranfportation  were  not  expired  by  far  5  and  one 
of  them  having  afterwards  found  it  convenient 
to  fall  to  the  old  Bufinefs  again,  got  at  laft  into 
the  Hands  of  Jonathan  JVild^  and  being  upon  ill 
Terms  with  Jonathan  on  former  Accounts,  was 
left  to  the  Law>  and  tho'  he  had  not  done  any 
confiderable  Exploits  fince  his  Return ,  was 
hang'd  upon  the  fingle  Point  of  returning. 

This  was  one  of  the  Articles,  which,  as  I  have 
faid,  the  Gang  never  forgave  Jonathan  for,  but 
vowed  his  Deltrudlion  5  and  which  one  of  them, 
that  is,  Blueskin^  attempted  afterwards  in  the 
boldell  manner,  and  which  fhewed  what  defpe- 
rate  People  they  had  now  to  deal  with. 

From  this  Time  indeed  the  whole  Gang  hard- 
ened themfelves  with  Refolutions  to  murther  e- 
very  one  that  fhould  attempt  to  betray  or  dif- 
cover  themj  and  that  if  any  of  their  Comrades 
ihould  be  betrayed  and  brought  to  Juftice,  the 
reil  would  murther  them  wherever  they  could 
come  at  them. 

This  they  pretended  was  a  kind  of  Juftice,  as 
well  to  their  Friend  or  Friends,  which  fhould 
be  fo  betrayed,  as  to  themfelves,  for  their  own 
Prefervation.  But  it  did  not  end  here,  for  hav- 
ing feafoned  their  Minds  with  Blood,  tho*  not 
yet  dip'd  their  Hands  in  it;  and  having  made  the 
Refolution  of  killing  familiar  to  their  Thoughts 
from  this  Time,  they  provided  themfelves  with 
fcrew-barreird  Pidols,  and  refolved  on  all  their 
ordinary  common  Robberies    to   kill  any  body 

that 
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that  refifted,  or  fo  much  as  attempted  to  cfcape 
them. 

This  was  never  praftisM  before  by  this  kind  . 
of  Gentry,  I  mean  the  Street-Thieves^  for  none 
but  Highwaymen  or  Houfebreakers  us'd  to  cany 
Piltols.  But  the  Confequence  was,  that  this  put 
them  upon  Attempts  ot  a  more  delperate  Na- 
ture, and  more  coniiderable  in  their  Confequen- 
ces,  for  now  they  refolved  to  fct  upon  Gentle- 
men, Ladies,  Coaches,  any  thing,  and  any  body, 
and  at  any  time,  when,  and  where  Opportunity 
fhould  offer. 

The  Gang  being  now  very  ftrong,  they  re- 
folved to  feparate  and  divide  themfelves  into 
fmaller  Parties,  and  a6l:  with  more  or  fewer 
Hands  as  they  ihould  fee  Occafion  Some  took 
to  the  Fields,  and  fell  upon  People  walking  for 
their  Diverfion  into  retired  Places,  and  out  of 
the  Way,  and  others  going  on  Bufinefs  ;  and 
you  are  not  to  wonder,  that  within  two  or  three 
Years  pad,  you  have  heard  of  more  fuch  Robbe- 
ries than  ever  before,  and  that  feveral  People  have 
been  found  murthered,  drowned  in  the  New- 
River,  and  in  Ponds,  and  the  like,  for  the  bar- 
barous Creatures  now  made  no  more  of  the 
Blood  of  an'  innocent  Man  or  Woman,  than  of 
a  Dog  j  and  fome  they  murthered  that  refilled, 
and  others  that  never  refilled  at  all.  Thus  we 
cannot  doubt  but  thefe  Gangs  killM  one  Man 
in  the  Fields  near  Holloivay^  another  in  the  Road 
near  JJlingtcn^  another  between  Haggerfton  and 
Hackney^d.noihQxhQ.h\nd  Chelfey^  all  which  Mur- 
thers,  and  many  more,  too  many  to  reckon  up, 
are  yet  undifcoveied,  and  are  like  to  be  fo  till 
they  are  confcfs'd,  perhaps  at  the  Gallows,  when 
the  Murtherers  may  come  to  their  Reward  for  o- 
ther  Crimes. 

D  But 
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But   the  {\yi:  Leaders,    whofe  particular  Pro- 
grefs  we  are  now  enquiring  into,  were  not,   at 
leaft   that   I  have  yet  learn'd,  in  any  of  thefe 
Exploits  i  and  tho'  they  were  fometimes  out  up- 
on  the  Lay  in  the  Fields,  and  were  acquainted 
in  all    the  By-ways  and  retired   Walks   that  I 
mention,  as  appears  by  their  being  fo  well  known 
at  the  Houfc  behind  IJlington^  call'd  Copenhagen^ 
Blackmary'S'Hole^  all  mention'd  in  their  Exami- 
nations,   and  where  Barton^   one  of  the  Gang 
that  was  executed  laft  Seffions,  was  jull:  before 
he  was  taken  >  yet  I  do  not  find  them  concern'd 
in  any  of  the  Attempts  made  in  thofe  out-Parts 
that  have  yet  come  to  my  Knowledge,  fo  I  jlhall 
not  charge  them  with  it. 

But  if  they  were  not  employed  in  thofe  Parts, 
they  were  not  idlej  and  Blewet  who  was  bred 
up  to  the  diving  Trade,  as  is  faid,  afted  fo  ma- 
ny clever  Parts  by  the  extraordiniiry  flight  of 
his  Hand,  which  he  was  fo  much  Matter  of, 
that  they  would  fill  a  Volume  by  themfelyes,  if 
to  be  particularly  defcrib'd  3  while  Bunworthj 
who  was  bred  a  hard  Ware  Man,  being  a 
Buckle  maker,  the  fame  Trade  with  Jack  Shep- 
herd^ and  as  exquifitely  capable  as  he  to  the  full, 
•  applied  himfelt  to  breaking  into  Shops,  and 
Houfes,  and  the  like,  as  Things  prefented. 

This  indeed,  when  done  to  perfc6lion,  afford- 
ed them  the  greateft  Booty,  and  they  went 
fometimes  off  with  Things  of  great  Valuer  as 
their  Companion  Barton  did,  who  was  tryed 
for  three  of  thefe  Exploits,  with  his  Companion 
Marjoram^  who  difcover'd  him  5  and  (even  here 
Barton  Ihew'd  his  bloody  Refolution)  to  make 
good  what  I  have  faid,  they  had  vowed  to 
kill  all  thofe  that  fhould  offer  to  betray  or  dc- 
te6l  them>  for  when  Marjoram  was  carried 
before  the  Juilicc  in  the  open  Streets,   and  in 

the 
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the  middle  of  the  Day,  he  offered  to  kill  him 
boldly,  firing  a  Piftol  at  him  when  he  was  ia 
the  Conftable's  Hand,  and  yet  made  his  Elcape 
for  that  Time. 

The  Gang  being  thus  hardened  went  on  with 
Succefs,  and  particularly  in  their  Street-Robbe- 
ries and  Houfe- Breaking,  in  which  Bunwortb 
and  Dickenfon  were  moll  particularly  dextrous, 
as  well  as  Barton.  But  Bkwet  kept  to  his 
own  Way,  as  he  call'd  it;  he  had  formerly  been 
us'd  to  gee  up  behind  Hackney  Coaches,  and 
cutting  the  Leather  of  the  Coach's  Back  with 
a  Knife,  which  was  done  with  the  utmoft 
Swiftnefs  of  Motion;  at  the  fame  Moment,  with 
the  other  Hand,  he  whipt  off  the  Gentleman's 
Wig  who  fat  in  the  Coach  ;  and  this  being  in 
the  Night,  before  a  Gentleman,  furpriz'd  with 
the  Attack,  could  call  the  Coachman  to  flop, 
the  Thief  had  his  full  Time  to  get  ofFj  nor  was 
ever  any  of  them  known  to  be  taken  in  that 
kind  of  Attack,  tho'  no  body  ever  pra(5tis'd  it 

but  Bleijoet^  and   one who,  it  feems,  was 

tranfported  for  fomc  other  piece  of  Pra6lice  of 
the  fame  kind,  and  has  not  been  fince  heard 
of 

But  BJewet  being  not  fatisfied  with  thcfe  lit- 
tle pieces  of  Roguery,  his  Genius  being  above 
it,  he  waited  to  take  fome  Steps  of  a  bolder 
kind;  and  for  an  Experiment,  as  he  had  been 
Principal  in  that  fuccefsful  Job  in  Lincoln  s- Inn- 
Fields^  he  refolv'd  upon  fomcthing  of  that  kind 
again.  It  was  a  very  dark  Night,  and  late, 
when  he,  and  two  of  the  Fraternity  flood  upon 
the  watch  at  the  upper  end  of  CheapfJe^  when 
feeing  a  Hackney  Coach  with  a  Gentleman  and 
a  Lady  in  it  extreamly  well  drefs'd  going  Wefl- 
ward,  and  that  the  Lady  in  particular  had  Jew- 
els on,  they  waited  upon  the  Coach  down  the 

D  i  Eaft 
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Eaft-end  of  St.  PauVs-y  when  very  happily  for 
their  Projed,  juft  beyond  Paul's  School,  two 
Coaches  meeting,  having  pafs'd  too  near  one  an- 
other in  the  dark,  lock'd  in  their  Wheels  toge- 
ther, and  not  being  able  to  get  clear  immedi- 
ately, made  a  little  ftop^  in  this  Moment  they 
ran  up  to  the  Coach,  and  one  of  them  prefent- 
ing  a  Piftol  to  the  Gentleman,  bad  him  give 
him  his  Money  immediately  j  the  fame  inftant, 
the  other  putting  his  Hand  in  to  the  Lidy,  laid  faft 
hold  of  her  Watch,  which  itfeemsthey  had  had 
a  Glnice  o'r  before  by  the  Light  of  the  Lamp, 
and  tolJ  her,  iTie  muit  deliver  it  immediately,  or 
fhc  would  be  ihot  dead,  and  the  Gentleman  too^ 
the  Lady  began  to  fcream,  but  he  told  her  ci- 
villy if  ihe  offered  to  cry  out,  he  muft  be  forced 
to  kill  her,  and  bad  her  be  eafv,  and  he  would 
do  her  no  hurt ,  fo  {he  took  off  her  Watch  and 
gave  it  him  j  and  the  Gentleman  at  the  fame 
time  gave  the  other  his  Purfe  with  feventeen 
Guineas 3  and  all  was  over  fo  very  foon,  and  fo 
cxa6fcly  in  the  fame  Mom.ent,  that  the  Gentle- 
man did  not  know  his  Lady  was  rob'd,  nor  ihe 
that  her  Huiband  was ,  but  only  thought  the 
Coachman  had  talk'd  to  him. 

While  this  was  doing,  a  third  Man  dep'd  up 
clofe  to  the  fore  Wheel,  and  held  the  Coach- 
man in  a  Chat  about  the  two  Coachmen  that 
made  the  ftop,  but  kept  his  Eye  upon  him,  fo 
that  if  the  Coachman  had  offered  to  come 
dowK  or  out  of  his  Box,  he  was  to  have  made 
fure  of  him  with  a  brace  of  Bullets  in  his  Belly  > 
fo  that  they  did  their  Work  very  fecurely,  and 
made  off  with  their  Booty,  without  any  Purfuit 
or  Noifc  in  the  World. 

This  was  too  encouraging  a  Bu finefs  not  to 

be  well  followed,  and  the  very  next  Night,  the 

fame  Set  of  them  boldly  ilop'd  a  Gentleman  in 

?.  his 
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bis  own  Coach  in  the  long  Street  on  the  South- 
fide  of  St.  Pj^/'s,  a  little  to  the  Eaftvvard  of 
the  South  Portico  of  the  Church,  and  two  of 
them  llepping  up  to  the  Coachman,  faid  nothing 
to  him,  but  cut  the  Reins  which  he  held  the 
Horfes  by,  and  wit  hall,  let  him  know,  foftly 
fpeaking,  that  if  he  called  out  he  was  a  dead 
Man-,  while  they  did  this,  a  third  ilop'd  the 
Horfes  from  going  forward,  and  that  inltant,  one 
of  the  firft  two  comes  back  to  the  Coich  fide 
and  rob'd  the  Gentleman,  where  they  got  a 
Diamond  Ring  of  good  Value,  a  Watch,  and 
Tome  Gold,  and  then  left  the  Coachman  to  mend 
his  Bridles  as  well  as  he  could. 

Not  content  with  this,  the  very  fame  Night, 
in  the  dark,  they  ftopt  a  Hackney  Coach  on 
pretence  of  calling  to  the  Coachman  with  the 
Word  Hold^  as  if  the  Gentleman  in  the  Coach 
had  cairdj  while  the  Coachman  ftop'd,  the  Gen- 
tleman put  his  Head  out  to  ask  the  Fellow  what 
he  ftop'd  for>  and  the  Coachman  was  getting 
down  to  know  what  the  Gentleman  call'd  for  j 
in  the  mean  time  the  nimble  handed  Thief 
fnarch'd  off  the  Gentleman's  Perriwig  and  made 
off,  without  leaving  them  any  Poflibility  of  pur- 
fuing  him,  or  fo  much  as  to  know  which  Way 
he  went. 

Thcfe  were  not  only  very  advantagious  Ad- 
ventures, but  they  were  attended  with  fo  little 
Hazard,  and  there  was  inch  a  kind  of  Affu ranee 
of  Efcape,  that,  in  Hiort,  it  brought  more  Prac- 
titioners into  it  prefently  >  and  feveral  of  the 
Gangs,  who  had  taken  to  other  Bufinefs,  turned 
their  Hands  to  this,  there  being,  as  they  faid 
'very  weJl^  almofh  a  Certainty  of  getting  off,  and 
verygood  Purchafe  to  be  made  too;  in  a  Word, 
they  mull  be  Fools  that  did  not  fee  it  was  the 
beft  Bufinefs  of  its  kind  they  could  go  about, 

and 
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and  there  was  room  alfo  for  the  whole  Gang  to 
come  in  if  they  thought  fie. 

On  a  (udden  we  found  Street-Robberies  be- 
came the  common  Pra6tice,  Converfation  was 
full  of  the  Variety  of  them,  the  News-Papers 
had  them  every  Day,  and  fometimes  more  than 
were  ever  committed  j  and  thofethat  were  com- 
mitted were  fet  off  by  the  Invention  of  the 
Wnterr,  with  fo  many  Particulars,  and  fo  many 
more  than'  were  ever  heard  of  by  the  Perfons 
joS'd,  that  made  the  Facbs  be  Matter  of  Enter- 
tainment, and  either  pleafant  or  formidable,  as 
the  Authors  thought  fir,  and,  perhaps,  fome- 
times made  formal  Robberies,  in  Nnbibus^  to 
furnifh  out  Amufements  for  their  Readers. 

But  be  that  as  it  will,  the  real  Fads  were 
innumerable,  and  the  real  Robberies  aftually 
committed  (o  many,  and  carried  on  with  fuch 
dcfperate  Boldnefs,  and  oftentimes  with  Blood, 
that  it  became  unfafe  to  walk  the  Streets,  or 
pven  to  ride  in  the  Streets  late  at  Night,  or 
within  the  Night  or  Evenings,  if  the  Nights 
were  dark,  and  People  were  afraid  to  go  about 
their  Bufinel^. 

Nor  was  it  without  Caufe5for  theTrade  grew 
upon  their  Hands,  and  fo  many  Opportunities 
prcknted  every  Day  for  purchafe,  as  they  call 
K,  that  if  a  Check  had  not  been  put  to  it  by 
the  Vigilance  of  the  Magiltrates,  and  the  Go- 
vernment it  felf  appeared  concern'd,  I  believe 
there  would  in  a  little  time  more  have  been  not 
one  of  the  Gang  employed  in  any  other  Bufi- 
nefs. 

It  was  to  no  Purpofc  that  the  Citizens  in 
fome  Places  fet  an  early  Watch,  and  in  other  Pla^ 
ces  doubled,  or  at  Icaft  encreas'd  their  Number  j 
and  Coaches,  as  well  Stage  Coaches,  as  Hackney 
Cjaciics,  and  Gentlemens  Coaches,  were  rob'd 
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in  the  open  Streets,  the  firft  early  in  the  Morn- 
ing, the  other  late  at  Night,  and  fometimes  in 
open  Day  j  and  as  for  particular  Perfons,  it  would 
be  endlefs  to  go  about  to  enter  into  the  Particu- 
lars of  them  5  for  the  Gang  now  encreafing,  thcv 
feem'd  to  be  rather  an  Army  of  Thieves,  than 
a  Society  to  ft6t,  not  in  concert  with  one  another 
but  that  in  {hort  every  one  went  upon  his  own 
Adventures,  and  ftrolling  about  as  their  Fate  and 
Fancy  led  them,  fell  in  with  every  accidental 
Mifchief  that  offered,  and  the  Streets  (warmed 
with  Rogues,  and  People  were  fet  upon  by  Pay 
as  well  as  by  Night,  upon  every  Occafion  that 
offered. 

How  they  carried  their  Game  on  indeed  is 
hard  to  dcfcribej  but  what  Succefs  they  had  in 
many  of  their  Enterprizes,  common  Fame  has 
furnilhed  with  the  Particulars,  from  the  Mouths 
of  the  Sufferers  themfelves,  and  a  few  of  which, 
more  eminent  than  others,  are  as  follow. 

About  the  beginning  of  lafl  Winter  they 
feem'd  to  be  in  the  Meridian  of  their  Succefs '5 
the  audacious  Rogues  valued  themfelves  upon 
being  call'd  Cartoucheans^  and  boalled  that  they 
outdid  Cartouch  himfelf,  for  that  they  could  not 
be  taken,  and  this  encouraged  them  extreamly. 

Indeed  the  Weil  end  of  the  Town  was  very 
thin  of  Inhabitants  at  that  time,  the  Court  ab- 
fent,  the  Parliament  in  recefs,  the  Tei  m  tn(]^d^  and 
the  Gentlemen  generally  keeping  their  Chrifimai 
in  the  Country,  fo  that  tho'  there  were  always 
enough  Gentlemen  at  home  for  thefe  People  ro 
pradfcife  upon,  yet  the  Streets  were  thin,  and  in 
fome  Places  much  unfrequented,  the  great  Hou- 
fcs  /hut  up.  Footmen  and  Servants  gone,  and 
the  new  Streets  about  Hanover  Square  and  Soho 
in  particular,  were,  as  it  were,  often  empty  of 
People. 

This 
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This  gave  them  fuch  Opportunities^  that  five 
of  them  fee  upon  a  Coach  with  three  Ladies  in 
it  in  the  middle  of  the  Day,  in  a  Street  going 
from  Pickadilly  to  Cavendijh-  Square  -y  and  tho'  an 
outcry  was  rais'd  by  a  female  Servant,  who  dif- 
cover'd  it  from  a  Window  of  a  Houfe,  yet  it 
had  no  eff*e£l,  but  that  one  of  the  Gang  had  the 
Impudence  to  fire  up  at  the  poor  Maid  and  break 
the  Window,  which,  to  he  fure^  frighted  her 
fufficiently,  fo  thnt  fhe  durft  nor  cry  out  any 
more,  and  all  the  Gang  (after  rifling  the  Ladies 
to  a  confiderable  Value)  made  off  without  being 
purlued. 

After  this  we  had  eVery  News  Paper  filled 
with  the  V^ariety  of  their  Entcrprizesj  Gentle- 
men were  attack'd  in  the  Streets  alraoil  every 
Night,  nor  Coaches  or  Chairs  could  proteft 
them  J  the  Ladies  were  fo  terrified,  that  they 
duril  not  venture  out  in  the  Night  without  Ser- 
vants like  a  Guard  to  attend  themj  and  thofc 
that  had  not  Servants  fufficient  took  care  to  (lay 
at  home,  or  to  keep  very  good  Hours,  and  only 
to  drive  in  the  mofl  pubiick  Streets. 

As  this  alarmed  the  whole  Town,  fo  the  Ma- 
giftrates  and  Officers  every  where  doubled  their 
Application  in  order  to  apprehend  themj  and 
fome,  as  in  all  fuch  Cafes  it  generally  happens, 
falling  into  the  Hands  of  Juftice,  they  were  per- 
fuaded,  as  much  as  pofiible,  by  hopes  of  Re- 
wards and  Promifes  of  Pardon,  to  difcover  their 
Accomplices  5  and  tho'  this  did  not  go  far,  yet 
fome  knowledge  was  gotten  by  this  means  of 
the  moft  notorious  Heads  and  Leaders  of  thefe 
Gangs. 

By  this  means  they  were  gradually  detecSed  > 
and  thus  Blueskin^  and  Shepherd^  and  feveral  o- 
thers,  fell  into  the  Hands  of  the  Law,  and  the 
Fate  of  the  relt  approach'd  apace. 
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It  feems,  among  the  Perfons  mofl:  induflrious 
to  detc6fc  them,  who,  upon  the  Encouragement 
given  by  the  Law,  as  well  as  perhaps  piivate 
Encouragemejit  promis'd  him,  had  made  feveral 
Attempts  to  apprehend  them,  was  one  Thomas 
Ball^  who  lived  in,  or  near  the  Mint^  in  South- 
wark'y  and  as  he  perfedly  knew  the  Men,  and 
perhaps  Ibme  oF  their  Haunts  too,  (how  he  came 
acquainted  with  them  is  none  of  my  Bufinefs  to 
enquire)  fo  he  faften'd  upon  one  of  them,  named 
— — Lennard^  or  Leonard^  whom  he  took,  and  was 
^dually  in  Prilbn  at  that  time. 

Whether  this  Ball  had  given  out  threarning 
Words  that  he  was  infearch  for  the  refl,  and  that 
he  did  not  doubt  but  he  fhould  foon  fecure  them, 
as  fo  me  fay  hedid^  I  am  not  fure  *,  if  he  did,  I  think 
he  was  very  weak  as  to  his  own  Safety  \  for  he  that 
knew  the  Men,  could  not  but  know  what  a  bloody 
and  delperate  Gang  they  were,  and  might  eafily 
have  concluded  they  would  do  the  fame  mad  thing 
to  fecure  themfelves,  perhaps,  to  his  Cod.  But  if 
Balldid  not  boall  that  he  would  take  them,  they 
gave  Information  that  he  endeavour'd  it  j  and  thac 
he  was  upon  the  Scout  after  them,  and  particular- 
ly after  Bunworth  and  Blewet^  upon  which  they 
foon  refolv'd  to  deliver  themfelves  from  the  fear  of 
it,  by  difpofing  of  Mr.  Ball^  and  placing  it  out  of 
his  Power  to  hurt  them.  They  met  together  in 
the  Fields  beyond  Iflington  fome  Days  before,  and 
there  it  feems  they  concerted  the  Fadi,  andonefaid 
to  the  other.  Jack,  mil  yougo?  and  another,  Tom, 
will  you  go  ?  and  all  agreeing,  they  appointed  the 
unhippy  Day,  and  at  Copenhagen  Ale-houfe  beyond 
Ifliyigton^  AS  I  am  informed,  they  call  Bullets  for  the 
wicked  Dcfign. 

On  the  14^^  o^  Jan.  the  whole  Gang  met  toge- 
ther by  Appointment,  that  is  to  fay,  the  fix  tiiat 
were  condemn'd,  Marjoram^  the  Evidence  againft 

E  ,    them, 
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them,  and  one  Wilfon^  not  yet  taken  j  thefe  all 
took  Water  2lI.  Black-Fryars- Stairs^  and  went  to 
one7^'ic;^//'s5aMu{ick-houfein  St.  George's- Fie  Ids  y 
wh  ich  was  not  far  from  Mr.  Ball's  Houfe. 

Here  they  waited,  drank,  din'd,  and  danc'd,  ex- 
pecting Ball  fhould  have  come  there  >  but  finding 
he  did  not,  and  being  told,  on  enquiring,  that  he 
feldom  came  to  that  Houfe,  they  broke  up  in  the 
Eveningjand  went  direftly  to  his  HouCc-yBrnwortb, 
Blewet^ndDkkenfon  went  in,  and  having  ask'd  for 
Mr.  Bally  fat  down  3  foon  after  Mr.  Ballbeing  call'd 
came  into  the  Room^but  fhew'd  very  much  furpriz- 
ed  to  fee  the  bloody  Gang  all  there,  for  heknew  them 
all  well  enoughjand^as  is  fuppos'd,'might  have  heard 
that  they  had  threaten'd  his  Life,  and  therefore  he 
might  eafily  judge  they  came  for  no  Good  5  where- 
upon, fpcaking  to  Bleijuet,  he  faid,  Mr.  Blewet,  / 
hope  you  have  no  ill  Defign  againfi  me,  for  I  never 
meant  you  any  Harm  in  my  life.     Blewet  anfwer'd 
him  with  an  Oath,  that  if  he  had,  he  would  put  it 
out  of  hisPowertodoit,  ortothatpurpofej  with 
which  Words,  Bunworth,  the  real  Murtherer,  and 
at  whofe  Inlligation  the  whole  Plot  was  laid,  Heps 
up  to  Mr.  Bally  and  taking  him  by  the  Hand,  lifted 
up  his  left  Arm,  and  with  his  other  Hand  fired  a 
Piftol  upon  him,  the  Bullet  entring  under  his  left 
Pap,pafs*d  thro'  his  Heart,  and  hedrop'd  and  dy'd 
immediately.     An  outcry  of  Murther  being  im- 
mediately rais'd  in  the  Houfe,  and  the  People  ga- 
thering about  the  Door,  Blewet  went  to  the  Door, 
and  threatned  the  People,  if  they  did  not,  as  he 
caird  it,  go  abouc  their  Bufincfsj  after  a  Minute  or 
two,  finding  the  Croud  encreafe,  he  fir'd  a  Piftol 
among  them,  but,  as  it  is  fuppos'd,fir'd  over  their 
Heads,  for  no  body  was  hurt,  which  mufl  have 
been  if  he  had  fir'd  diredlly  among  them,  upon 
which  the  Mob  fled  and  difpers'd,  and  the  Mur- 
thercrs  made  their  Efcape  without  being  purfued. 

Tho' 
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Tho'  this  barbarous  Murchcr  made  a  great  Noi(e, 
and  the  Names  of  Bimworth  and  Blewet  were 
known  to  be  of  the  Number,  for  Mr.  Ball's  Wife, 
or  fome  of  his  Family  knew  them  alfo,  yet  they 
having  all  made  their  Efcapes,  they  triumphed  in 
the  Villany,  and  went  on  hardened  in  the  old 
Trade,  and  feveral  Robberies  were  committed  by 
them  after  the  Murther  >  nay,  as  was  tcftified  up- 
on their  Trial,  they  boafted  after  the  Murther 
was  committed,  that  they  had  tip'd  it  on  Ball,  a 
canting  Term,  ic  feems,  for  a  Bullet  thro'  the 
Heart. 

Nor  did  they  forbear  purfuing  their  Game,  for 
they  rob'd  two  Gentlemen  going  from  the  Opera 
after  this,  and  another  Gentleman  in  a  Chair  near 
St.  James'Sy  within  call  of  the  very  Guards  j  bun 
the  Chairmen  were  now  fo  aw'd  by  them,  that 
they  would  (land  ftill  at  Command  when  they 
were  attacked  without  any  Refiftance,  otherwiie 
they  were  fure  to  be  murthered. 

This  made  fomuch  Noife,  and  the  Danger  ap- 
peared fo  evident,  that  when  any  Nobleman  or  Per- 
fon  of  Diflin(5tion  went  from  Court  later  than  or- 
dinary, the  Guards  were  order'd  to  make  little  De- 
tachments to  wait  on  them  for  their  Security,  and 
as  for  private  Perfons,  it  was  not  fafe  in  fhort  to 
ilir  out  after  it  was  dark. 

Thefe  things  coming  to  the  Ears  of  the  Publick, 
awaken'd  the  Juflice  of  the  Nation,  and  convinced 
our  Government  that  it  was  necefTary  to  apply 
fome  fpecdy  Remedy  to  a  Mifchicf  that  was 
grown  to  fuch  a  height  j  and  the  Government 
having  a  full  Account  alfo  of  the  horrid  murther 
of  poor  ^^//,  a  Proclamation  was  publifh'd,  with 
a  Reward  of  300  /.  to  any  one  who  fhould  difco- 
vcr  the  Murtherers,  fo  as  to  caufe  them  to  be^ap- 
prchended  and  convifted  -y  alfo  a  farther  Reward 
to  any  one  that  Ihould  difcover  any  Street  Murther 
or  Robbery.  E  2.  The 
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This  Proclamation  fo  difconcerted  the  Gangi 
that  they  prefently  feparated,  not  daring  to  truft 
one  another  >  and  it  was  not  long  but  that  one 
of  them,  namely,  Legee^  was  taken,  by  the  In- 
formation of  fome  of  their  Comrades,  we  yet 
are  not  certain  v^ho,  and  a  little  after  Bunwortb 
himfeif  But  Blewet  taking  the  Alarm,  and  hav- 
ing formerly  been  in  Holland^  he  refolved  to  be 
gone,  and  communicating  his  Defign  to  Dkhn-- 
[on  and  Berry  only,  he  takes  them  with  him,  and 
found  means  to  get  fafe  into  Holland. 

Had  they  a6bed  with  as  much  Prudence  in 
their  Paflage,  and  after  their  Arrival  in  Holland^ 
as  they  did  with  Policy  in  getting  away  from 
hence,  they  had  been  fecurcj  for  as  they  were 
landed  fafe,  had  they  immed.ately  taken  the  Paf- 
fage  Boat  for  Willi  am fladt.^  and  fo  gone  over  in- 
to Flanders^  and  from  thence  into  the  Country 
of  Leige^  where  there  is  no  Englijh  Refidenr, 
their  Lives  had  been  their  own. 

But  their  own  Tongues  betrayed  them,  and 
their  Behaviour  prefently  render'd  them  fufpe61:- 
ed  'y  and  the  Proclamation  appearing  there  as 
well  as  here,  they  were  apprehended  at  the  In- 
llance  of  the  Briiijh  Minifter  at  the  Hague^  and 
fecured  till  Orders  might  be  receiv'd  from  En- 
gland to  difpofe  of  them. 

Daring  this  Time  one  of  the  Gang,  named  Mar- 
joram^ was  taken  here,  or  (urrender'd  himfeif,  in 
order  to  become  Evidence  againfl  the  reft :  This 
is  the  fame  who  was  fhot  at  in  the  Street,  as 
he   was  carrying  before  my  Lord  Mayor. 

The  Man  who  fhot  at  him  was  Barton^  one 
of  the  beft  Proficiency  in  the  hellifh  Trade  of 
Houfe  Breaking5and  efpeciaily  a  bold,  enterprifing, 
darijig  Fellow,  as  appeared  by  that  Attempt  made 
to  fhcot  that  Fellow  in  the  Street,  with  a  large 

Crowd 
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Crowd  of  People  about  him  5  and  yet  wasfodex- 
trous  as  to  make  his  Efcape,  and  come  off  untaken. 
But  the  Piifoner,  that  is  Marjoram^  knew  him, 
and  his  Haunts  too,  and  he  Toon  directed  the  Of- 
ficers to  look  for  him ;  fo  that  in  a  few  Days  af- 
ter he  was  apprehended  alfo,  and  being  brought 
to  Trial,  Marjoram  made  himfelf  Evidence  againll 
him  j  Barton  was  convided  la  ft  Scflions,  and  exe- 
cuted a  few  Days  after. 

By  this  Time  another  of  them,  namely,  Higgs^ 
or  Higgidee^  who  had  fhifted  off  by  himlelF,  had 
cunningly  entred  himfelf  as  a  Sailor  on  board  one 
of  his  Majefty's  Ships  of  War  at  Spitheadj  and 
had  he  not  been  dilcover'd  by  the  Information 
of  fomc,  who  'tis  probable  he  had  trufted  with 
the  Secret,  or  otherwife  by  his  own  Inadverten- 
cy, he  might  have  carried  on  the  Difguife,  and 
the  Ship  being  appointed  to  be  one  of  the  PFeJi- 
India  Squadron,  he  would  foon  have  been  out 
of  the  reach  of  Juftice,  at  leaft  for  the  prefentj 
but  the  Government  having  Information  of  it, 
Meffengers  were  fent  down  to  bring  him  up, 
which  accordingly  was  done,  and  now  they  had 
all  the  Murtherers  together  that  they  could  come 
at,  for  here  was  Seven  out  of  Eight  in  Cuftody, 
and  'tis  hop'd  the  Eighth  may  be  heard  of  in 
Time. 

Orders  were  alfo  fent  to  Holland^  to  the  Bri- 
tijh  Refident  at  the  Hague^  to  obtain  Leave  of 
the  States  to  fend  over  thofe  three,  who  had 
been  fecur'd  there  j  which  was  readily  granted, 
and  they  were  fent  over,  having  a  Guard  af  fix 
Dutch  Mufqueteei-s,  to  fecure  them  in  the  Shi]:^, 
or  Veffel  they  came  in,  kfl:  they  fhould  get  loofc, 
and  make  any  Mutiny,  or  do  any  defperate  thing 
for  their  Efcape^  and  by  this  means  they  were 
brought  fafe  over. 

As 
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Asfoon  as  theyarriv'd,  they  were  carry 'd  with 
an  additional  Guard  of  Soldiers,  from  the  Tower 
up  tolVejiminfter^  where  they  were  examin'd  by 
Juftice  Blackerby^  feveral  Noble  Lords  and  Per- 
fons  of  Quality  being  prefent.  In  this  Examination 
they  were  confronted  by  feveral  WitnefTes,  as  to 
their  particular  Haunts  for  fome  Days  before  the 
Murther,  and  were  trac'd  as  near  to  the  Fad  as 
could  be  done  5  at  which  Time  there  appeared 
fufficient  Grounds  for  their  Commitment,  and  they 
were  accordingly  committod  to  Newgate. 

Blewet^  they  faid,  behav'd  very  decently  before 
Juftice  Blackerhy^  and  defended  himfelf  againft 
what  Evidence  appeared  at  that  time,  as  well  as 
could  be  expefted  >  yet  he  could  not  fo  entirely 
conceal  the  Guilt  that  he  had  upon  him,  as  not 
to  give  room  to  difcern  it,  even  in  the  midft 
of  an  undaunted  Carriage  5  however,  astheCaufe 
was  not  to  be  tried  there,  and  all  the  Examina- 
tions at  that  time  tended  only  to  a  Commitment, 
they  were  not  put  to  any  formal  Defence  before 
the  Juftice. 

It  would  look  as  if  we  were  diverting  ourfelves 
with  the  Miferics  of  thefe  defpicable  Creatures, 
if  we  (hould  enter  here  into  a  long  Account  of 
their  Behaviour,  when  they  all  met  together  in 
the  Prifon  :  Their  Newgate  Converfation,  how 
void  of  all  Decency,  or  indeed  of  Temper,  how 
outrageoufly  Impudent,  hardened  and  abandon'd, 
fuch  a  brutal,  not  manly  Courage,  for  that  is  quite 
of  another  nature,  fuch  infenlibility  as  to  their 
Condition,  Jefting  with,  and  bantering  one  ano- 
t&cr  about  their  Condition,  making  a  Sport  of 
Death,  and  even  of  Hell  itfelfj  in  a  Word,  fuch 
an  open  defying  either  God  or  Man,  as  I  think 
it  not  to  be  equall'd,  and  the  like  of  which  has 
fcarcely  been  feen,  no  not  in  Newgate  itfelf,  and 
li  not  tbere^.  1  may  venture  to  fay  no  where. 

As 
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As  CO  Mr.  Frazier,  or  Bumvorth^  he  was  by 
Trade  a  Buckle  Maker,  as  was  Mr.  Shepherd  be- 
fore him,  and  by  that  means  a  very  ingenious 
Mechanick,  and  no  fooner  had  he  met  with  Bolts, 
and  Chains,  and  Fetters,  which  in  a  little  after 
his  coming  to  Newgate  he  found  heavy,  but  he 
cut  thro'  them  all,  and  cut  his  way  out  of  feve- 
ral  Apartments  one  into  another,  and  was  in  a 
fair  Way  of  making  his  Efcape,  and  perhaps  the 
reft  by  his  means:  But  it  was  timely  diicover'd, 
and  he  was  then  fccur'd  after  a  different  Manner, 
being  chain'd  down  to  the  Floor  in  the  con- 
demned Hold. 

Here  it  was  he  put  the  reft  of  the  Prifoners, 
who  were  appointed  for  Execution  after  their 
Trials  laft  Seffions,  upon  an  Attempt  to  make 
their  Efcape >  and  at  laft  not  having  time  to  go 
thro'  with  that  part,  to  make  a  Mutiny,  and  Bar- 
ricadoing  the  Door  kept  out  the  Keeper,  who 
came  to  have  them  out  for  Execution. 

Had  they  been  able  to  keep  themfelves  alive, 
where  they  pretended  fo  to  clofe  up  the  Door, 
it  would  have  had  fomethingof  Senfe  in  itj  but 
as  it  was  an  impoflibility,  it  was  only  a  Piece  of 
Defperation,  and  they  all  laid  it  to  the  Charge  of 
Bunworth^  who  they  faid  would  not  let  them  be 
at  reft  till  they  had  confented  to  have  it  done. 

Thofe  poor  Fellows  having fubmitted,  andbe-^ 
ingall  executed  (two  whereof  were  of  the  grand 
Gang)  Bunworth  was  left  alone  5  but  in  a  very 
few  Days  the  three  being  landed  from  Holland ^ 
fix  of  them  met  together  in  Newgate^  and  that 
fo  opportunely  for  their  Difpatch,  that  coming 
to  Newgate  about  the  twenty  fixth  of  March^  the 
proper  Officers  had  time  to  carry  them  to  the 
Aflizes  aiKing/Ionihc  thirtieth  >  wfeereashad  they 
been  four  or  five  Days  longer  they  muft  have 
been  kept  fix  Months  in  Prifon,   till  the  next 

Affizes, 
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Aili^es.  ^ut  Juflice  followed  them  clofe  at  the 
Heels,  and  they  had  not  been  above  ten  Days  in 
Emland^  but  they  were-  brought  to  the  Bar. 

The  Account  of  their  Behaviour  there  is 
knov/n,  Bunworth  refufed  to  plead,  and  did  it  fo  ob- 
ftinately,  that  they  were  oblig'd  to  carry  him  away 
to  be  prefs'd  to  Death,  and  he  endur'd  the  Tor- 
ture of  it  almoft  an  Hour:  But  not  being  able 
either  to  dye  or  live,  the  Torment  being  hnger- 
ing,  heat  lalt  fubmitted,  and  was  carried  into  the 
Court  again,  where  he  pleaded  not.  Guilty^  as  the 
reft  did.  The  Evidence  was  plain  againfl  them, 
being  the  fame  Marjoram^  who  was  in  the  Fa6t, 
who  I  have  mentioned  before,  whofe  Evidence 
being  Pofitive  as  to  the  Dcfign  of  Murther,  and 
being  but  juft  at  the  Door  with  the  reft,  where 
it  was  committed,  and  being  corroborated  by 
thofe,  who  were  in  the  very  room  5  and  faw  it 
done,  and  by  abundant  concurring  Circumftan- 
CCS,  they  were  all  convidred. 

I  might  have  given  a  particular  Account  of 
their  extravagant  Behaviour,  when  they  were  re- 
mov'd  from  Ne-ivgate^  how  they  drank,  rallied, 
jefted  and  huzza'd,  as  they  went  into  the  Wag- 
gon, and  as  they  went  along  the  Streets,  as  alio 
at  all  the  Places  they  went  thro'  upon  the  Road, 
and  even  when  they  came  to  Kingflon:  But  we 
have  not  room  for  this  Part  o*^  their  Hiftory, 
nor  is  it  of  value  otherwife,  than  to  let  the  Rea- 
der fee  to  what  a  Height  a  defperate  abandoned 
Wretch  may  be  carry'd  to,  even  in  fpight  of  the 
Mifery  of  Chains  and  Fetters,  in  ipight  of  all 
Terrors  of  approaching  Death,  and  which  is 
more  than  all,  in  fpight  of  a  Weight  of  Guilt 
upon  the  Mind,  for  the  worft  and  blackcft  of 
Crimes. 

FINIS. 


w^ 


